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1. I was much struck by paragraph 3 your 4502 indicating that Diem himself 
* was considering formation of interim government to govern pending General Flectioi 

for constituent assembly to be held in possibly 2 months and that Diem indicated 
he did not wish to perpetuate a personal government. 

2. I want you to know my profound personal conviction that a solution 
acceptable to Diem and which came out of Vietnamese action is infinitely to be 

preferred to decision imposed from without. 

. ( * 

3- I cannot get away from the feeling that Diem may not accept removal 
lying down but might at least try to become a National Herd by attacking French- 

U*3. • "Imperialism' 1 . This could become sensational at the Bandung Conference. 

* 

4. ’Sven if this is no danger, certainly a locally selected successor 
government would be infinitely preferable to one hand-picked .by France and U.3. 

and rubberstamped by Bao Dai. 

. ■ • • • 

• 0 

5 . Cannot the Situation be held if need be for several weeks so as to 

permit of this orderly evolution? Might it • not in the long run gain time ? I j 
would assume that de facto trUce could be continued and that internal reforms | 
could proceed. L 

• 

6. This again is a natter where your local knowledge is so indispensable 
that I would not put my judgment against yourself, but I do want you to know 
that from here the risks incident to moving along the lines which Diem suggests 
might be acceptable to him do not seem any greater than the risks of proceeding 
abruptly to making a change which is imposed and not evolutionary in character. 

7» I have suggested it might be worth exploring some sort of intermediate 
solution (my 4438 and 4466). I suggest you might tell him of official IL-* 3 . 
denial of Paris press story today (Department's 4515) and at same time explore 
with him how his idea reported in paragraph 3 of your 4502 might be carried out* 
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